
MEDIA RELEASE 

HELICOPTER DELIVERY TO UKRAINE COMPLETE 

OTHER AVIATION COMPANIES CHALLENGED TO DONATE ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT 
FOR UKRAINIAN RELIEF EFFORTS    

Both Helijet President Danny Sitnam and the medically equipped helicopter donated  
by his company have arrived in Ukraine; missions of mercy to begin soon  

for victims injured in war with Russia 

Richmond, B.C. (April 15, 2025): The fully operational, medically equipped Sikorsky S-76A 
helicopter Helijet recently donated from its fleet for medical airlift use in Ukraine has arrived safely. 
Ukrainian engineers trained by Helijet in the aircraft’s service and maintenance procedures have 
received the packaged helicopter for reassembly and testing before pressing it into service. 

After the donation was first announced in February, the aircraft was partially disassembled for its long 
air and ground trek from Helijet’s headquarters in Richmond, B.C. to its arrival point in Ukraine. Until 
recently, the Sikorsky aircraft, owned by Helijet, had been providing backup air medical service to the 
Ministry of Health for patient transport in B.C. It remains in airworthy and operational condition. 

Danny Sitnam, President of Helijet International, has flown to Ukraine himself this week to personally 
oversee the handover of the aircraft, and get a first-hand sense of conditions on the ground in Ukraine. 

“Once you’re here, what the war has done to the Ukrainian people and their villages and cities 
suddenly becomes real in a way that just can’t be fully conveyed in the reports we see on the news,” 
Sitnam says. “Having helped with various Ukrainian relief efforts in Canada since the Russian invasion 
began here three years ago, I knew simply gifting one of our now-surplus aircraft for use over here 
would make a positive impact. I’d like to encourage all companies in the Canadian aviation industry to 
join in and look at what they can spare from their fleets, and match or beat our contribution. The 
people here will appreciate any help more than you can know.” 

Helijet’s gift is made on condition that the helicopter is used solely for non-commercial, humanitarian, 
and medical evacuation missions to airlift individuals in need of urgent medical care to hospitals in 
Ukraine. The donation was made possible under an agreement between Helijet and a consortium of 
non-governmental organizations working in Canada and Ukraine: Maple Hope Foundation and the 
Ukrainian World Congress. 

https://helijet.com/helijet-donates-medically-equipped-helicopter-to-ukraine/


“The significance of this gift, Danny’s personal attention and involvement, and now his very presence 
here in Ukraine to oversee the exchange is reflective of the united support we’ve seen from the 
Canadian people. Danny doesn’t have a single drop of Ukrainian blood in him, but he understands the 
importance of providing support to help people in desperate need whoever, or wherever, they may be. 
His bold, transformative actions will directly save lives. And the donation of a Sikorsky helicopter also 
comes ‘full circle’ for us symbolically as the Ukrainian people continue to fight this war. Igor Sikorsky 
himself was born in Kyiv and surely had no idea that his invention of 100 years ago would become part 
of the effort to save lives in his own native country today.” 

-Svitlana Kominko, CEO, Maple Hope Foundation

“In a war where seconds mean the difference between life and death, this helicopter will become a 
lifeline, a flying beacon of hope for the wounded and vulnerable. Helijet’s extraordinary donation is not 
just a gesture of solidarity; it’s a bold act of humanity that will save lives on the front lines. Danny 
Sitnam’s decision to personally bring this aircraft to Ukraine sends a clear message: the world has not 
turned its back. This is what true allyship looks like — courageous, compassionate, and immediate. On 
behalf of all those whose lives will be touched by this gift, we say thank you. History will remember 
this.” 

-Andrew Potichnyj, Director, Unite with Ukraine initiative, Ukrainian World Congress

“Helijet’s donation is a profound act of solidarity that exemplifies the best of humanity. In the face of 
brutality and destruction, this medically equipped helicopter will serve as a symbol of life, hope, and 
unwavering support from the people of Canada. Danny Sitnam’s leadership and personal commitment 
to delivering this aircraft to Ukraine show the world what real partnership looks like. Not just words, 
but action. We urge others in the global business community to follow Helijet’s lead. Ukraine’s fight for 
freedom is not just our battle, it is a stand for the values of democracy, dignity, and the sanctity of 
human life.” 

-Paul Grod, President, Ukrainian World Congress

About Helijet 

Helijet International is a privately held Canadian-owned company based at the Vancouver International 
Airport, British Columbia, Canada, and is recognized as North America’s largest helicopter airline, 
carrying well over 2.5 million guests in the past 38 years. In addition to its scheduled helicopter 
services, Helijet is the Province of British Columbia's longest standing and largest air service provider of 
dedicated medically equipped helicopters.  

Helijet provides exclusive-use helicopter and fixed-wing services to world-renowned sport fishing 
resorts, public service and energy companies throughout the west coast of British Columbia and North 
America. Helijet's wholly owned subsidiary, Pacific Heliport Services, Ltd., is Canada's largest privately 
managed Heliport operator, overseeing the downtown Vancouver, Victoria and Nanaimo's Transport 
Canada-certified heliports. Helijet has been recognized by communities and aviation associations alike 



as a socially responsible and forward-thinking air operator that deeply engages with the communities it 
serves.  

Helijet is committed to introducing and integrating zero-emission vertical lift technologies and related 
ground/building infrastructure into the communities that it serves; in conjunction with transforming its 
current Heliport infrastructure to meet future urban air mobility Vertiport standards.”  

About Maple Hope Foundation 

Maple Hope Foundation is a Canadian non-profit organization dedicated to providing essential 
medical, humanitarian, and social support to Ukraine and war-displaced Ukrainians in Canada. Founded 
in 2014 by a group of Ukrainian-Canadians in Vancouver, to date, Maple Hope has delivered over $32 
million in aid, including medical supplies to civilian and military hospitals, support for mobile evacuation 
centers, aid for defenders and their families, veterans, displaced persons, and children of war. Since 
the full-scale invasion, the organization has also focused on providing settlement assistance to 
displaced Ukrainians in British Columbia and pioneered the first Canada-wide mental health support 
program for displaced Ukrainian women and youth. 

About Ukrainian World Congress 

The Ukrainian World Congress represents the interests of over 20 million Ukrainians residing in 
more than 80 countries worldwide. 

"Unite With Ukraine" is the global fundraising initiative of the Ukrainian World Congress focused 
on systematically procuring and delivering essential tactical medical supplies, armored vehicles, FPV 
drones, UAV complexes, unmanned systems, and other vital equipment to support Ukraine's defenders. 

Since February 2022, the initiative has raised more than $61 million USD from donors in over 70 
countries to support various Ukrainian security forces.  
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