
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
HELIJET AND BC AMBULANCE SERVICE DELIVER SANTA AND CHRISTMAS 

CHEER TO CHILDREN AT ROYAL COLUMBIAN AND BC CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITALS 

 
VANCOUVER, BC (December 16, 2013) – Lower Mainland boys and girls got an 
early taste of Christmas today when Helijet and the BC Ambulance Service flew 
Santa Claus to Royal Columbian and BC Children’s Hospitals to deliver presents 
and Christmas cheer to the kids on the hospitals’ pediatric wards. 
 
Joining Santa on his annual visit to Royal Columbian Hospital and Victoria General 
Hospital were Helijet President and CEO Danny Sitnam and Ross Hallaway, an 
infant transport team paramedic with BC Ambulance Service.  New this year was an 
additional stop at BC Children’s Hospital, the province’s largest hospital for children 
and adolescents. The chance to meet Santa and enjoy an early Christmas gift was a 
welcome distraction for the young patients, many of whom won’t be home for the 
holidays this year. 
 
“Each year, our dedicated staff works closely with the BC Ambulance Service to 
provide 24/7 helicopter service for hundreds of critically ill patients across BC, many 
of them children,” said Sitnam. “We recognize that not everyone can be home for the 
holidays, so all of us at Helijet are happy to have this opportunity to help make the 
Christmas season special for these courageous kids and their parents.” 
 
For the paramedics and flight crews that transport children during medical 
emergencies, the hospital visits with Santa are a unique opportunity to interact with 
the children in a much happier environment.  
 
“Paramedics often meet children and their families under stressful circumstances – 
when a loved one is sick or injured,” said Hallaway. “Hospital stays can be difficult 
for children but Santa’s visits always deliver a special dose of magic that can help 
brighten the spirits of some of our province’s youngest patients.” 
 
Helijet is a Canadian-owned company, North America’s largest scheduled helicopter 
service and has carried two million passengers in the past 25 years. In addition to its 
scheduled and charter services, Helijet is a major service provider of dedicated 
medically-equipped helicopters and turbojet aircraft for the provincial ambulance 
service and numerous medical service clients. www.helijet.com  
 

http://www.helijet.com/


 
 

BCAS operates under the authority of BC Emergency Health Services (BCEHS) to 
provide residents and healthcare professionals with access to pre-hospital 
emergency and patient transfer services. BCAS is recruiting paramedics in many 
rural communities throughout the province. Please visit www.bcas.ca for more 
information about our employment opportunities. 

 
- 30 - 

Contacts: 
 
Nafisa Abdulla 
Consultant, Public Affairs  
Fraser Health Authority 
604-614-5215 
nafisa.abdulla@fraserhealth.ca  
 
 

Corinne Crichlow 
Communications Officer 
Provincial Health Services Authority 
604-875-3560 
Corinne.Crichlow@cw.bc.ca 
 

Trevor Pancoust 
604-646-3567 
tpancoust@pacegroup.com  
 

Lisa Pilling 
Communications Officer 
BC Emergency Health Services 
778-679-5641 
lisa.pilling@bcehs.ca  
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